

WORLD CONGRESS OF BUIATRICS 2022

The 31st World Congress of Buiatrics bids farewell with record participation figures

- A total of 3,113 buiatrics professionals from 74 countries have gathered in Madrid this week to attend the 31st edition of this congress organised by the Spanish National Association of Specialists in Bovine Medicine (Anembe).

- During its five-day duration, almost one hundred keynote speakers took part in the 24 thematic blocks of the event, 527 oral communications were defended and 767 posters were exhibited.

- The representatives of the world's leading veterinary and veterinary organisations present at the closing ceremony alluded to the success of this edition of the WBC in terms of attendance and content.

8 September 2022. The last day of the 31st World Buiatrics Congress (WBC), held from 4 to 8 September at the Palacio Municipal de Ifema Madrid, focused on six major topics or thematic blocks: surgery; biotechnology; pharmacology and therapeutics; epidemiology; public health, food safety and antimicrobial resistance; and parasitism.

SURGERY AND BIOTECHNOLOGY
The day started with short lectures once again, giving way to the main conferences from 10:00 am onwards. The main auditorium hosted those dedicated to surgery. Sylvain Nichols, professor at the University of Montreal, focused his first lecture on caesarean section, and his second one on fractures of the distal extremity and nail casting. André Desrochers, a lecturer at the same institution, explained various aspects of basic bowel surgery and the principles of treatment of septic arthritis.

The four morning lectures on biotechnology were given by Gabriel Bo, president of the Institute of Animal Reproduction in Córdoba, Argentina, and Pietro Baruselli, lecturer at the University of São Paulo, Brazil. Bo first gave a lecture on simplified superstimulation programmes for in vivo and in vitro embryo production in cattle, and later returned to the stage to talk about the different factors affecting pregnancy rates in recipients of beef embryos. For his part, Baruselli addressed the agents linked to oocyte quality for embryo production in cattle in his first lecture and then explained how to improve fertility in dairy herds using embryos produced in vivo and in vitro.

PHARMACOLOGY, THERAPEUTICS AND EPIDEMIOLOGY
In the pharmacology and therapeutics lectures Keith DeDonder, a consultant with Latham BioPharm Group, began by discussing the clinical applications of antimicrobial susceptibility testing in cattle, followed by a presentation entitled “Defining antimicrobial efficacy: an investigation of treatment versus negative controls in bovine respiratory disease.” He was followed by Juan Miguel Rodríguez, from the Complutense University of Madrid, who spoke about different strategies based on microbiota as an alternative to antimicrobials.

To address the block dedicated to parasitology, the congress participants were joined by two specialists in the field: Ynte Schukken, from Wageningen University, and Ruth Zadoks, from the University of Sydney. Schukken dealt with aspects related to the epidemiology of bovine mastitis and infectious diseases on dairy farms, while Zadoks gave two lectures on the molecular epidemiology of mastitis and molecular epidemiological information on the transmission and control of bacterial, parasitic and viral diseases in cattle.

Once again, at the end of each block, practical talks were held at the end of the morning with a smaller number of people, in which the main speakers of each topic and the authors of the two best oral communications of each theme participated. Thanks to the more dynamic format of the talks the audience was able to take a more active part.

CARLOS DÍAZ DE PABLO AWARD CEREMONY
In parallel to the talks of the day, the II "Carlos Díaz de Pablo" Special Award for the best scientific communication on reproduction of the WBC 2022, an award sponsored by Fatro, was presented. 

In this edition, the jury decided to award two of the candidate studies. The first one, entitled “Embryo production in dairy cattle after superovulation with gonadotrophin preparation- effect of variability in FSH/LH ratio-,” collected by Ana Sierra, focused on dairy cattle, while the second one, “Prevalence and risk factors of purulent vaginal discharge and cytological endometritis in French beef cows,” which was awarded to Vincent Risk, dealt with beef cattle.

AFTERNOON ROUND
During the afternoon practical sessions, Débora Santschi, from Lactanet Canada, and Ramiro Fouz, lecturer at the University of Santiago de Compostela, gave a workshop on nutrition and biotechnology in which they evaluated the profile of fatty acids in milk.

At the same time, a biotechnology workshop on in vivo and in vitro embryo production was held with the participation of Gabriel Bo and Pietro Baruselli. Dave Renaud, professor at the University of Guelph, and Christopher Chase, from South Dakota State University, took part in the animal health workshop, which highlighted new insights into calf health management.

A fourth workshop on epidemiology was also held, in which dairy farm consultant Alfonso Lago discussed the use of rapid culture systems and algorithms to guide the management of clinical mastitis cases during the dry period.

Sylvain Nichols and André Desrochers were in charge of the practical session on surgery, entitled “What's your diagnosis in lameness?,” and the health management workshop, featuring experts Dale Grotelueschen, John Groves, Bill Prokop and Brian Vander Ley, addressed the application of the discipline of systems thinking in cattle veterinary medicine.

CLOSING AND PRACTICAL TIPS
In the late afternoon, the closing ceremony took place in the auditorium with the participation of members of the boards of the World Buiatrics Association, the World Veterinary Association, the Madrid College of Veterinarians, the organising committee of the World Buiatrics Congress Cancun 2024 and the organising committee of this edition of the WBC held in Madrid.

The president of the latter, Joaquín Ranz, alluded in his turn to the satisfaction of the organisers with the development of this meeting: “At the inauguration I told them that we were probably going to have a historic congress. We can now boast of having held the best congress in history,” he said. 

Taking into account the final figures for the 31st WBC (3,113 congress participants, almost a hundred speakers distributed among the 24 thematic blocks of the event, 527 oral communications and 767 posters), all the speakers emphasised the success of the congress in terms of both attendance and content and congratulated those responsible for its preparation.

To close the day, Dr. Jan Pol, star of the National Geographic series The Incredible Dr. Pol, brought the meeting to a close by conducting the last of the VIP presentations, as always open to the general public, which featured seven other professional divers who also enunciated the best tricks they put into practice in their daily work. 

Pol himself began by talking about his experience in the field. Next, Giorgio Murai explained his guidelines for the resolution of dystocia with mechanical assistance and, in her turn, Aurora Villarroel discussed the steps she follows to successfully plan the calving and rearing phase. 

Franco Veterinarios explained the use of the device for the prevention of peritonitis; Wolfgang Hasseler then focused on the guidelines for easy lavage and, after him, Juan Carlos González explained the possibilities of serotherapy in calves. Finally, Antonio Carbajo and Miguel Corchado discussed the use of gravity force in calving assistance in cows.

ANEMBE, ORGANISER OF THE 31ST WORLD BUIATRICS CONGRESS
The Spanish National Association of Specialists in Bovine Medicine (Anembe), which brings together 1,400 veterinarians specialising in cattle, has been entrusted with organising the 31st World Buiatrics Congress (WBC) by delegation of the World Association of Buiatrics (WAB), made up of 53 professional associations from all over the world, with more than 50,000 members working in the field of buiatrics, veterinary medicine specialising in ruminant production.

This edition has managed to break all attendance records with 3,113 registered congress participants from 74 countries, more than 20% more than the figure recorded at the most attended edition, which was held in Dublin in 2016, with some 2,300 participants. During its five-day duration, almost a hundred speakers took part in the 24 thematic blocks of the event, a total of 527 oral communications were defended and 767 posters were exhibited.

The last edition of the WBC took place in Sapporo (Japan) in 2018 and the Mexican city of Cancun will take the reins in 2024.

Find the complete programme of the Congress on the following link:
https://www.wbc-madrid2022.com/index.php/es/
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